Cedar Practice
Sharing Information

Opt In/Opt Out Form

(Please read overleaf before completing) 

Please tick one of the options below, complete your personal details, sign, date and hand back to reception. 

 1. I DO want my health records from all the different places I receive care (GP, hospital and community) to be linked for comparison.

 1. I DO NOT want my health records from all the different places I receive care (GP, hospital and community) to be linked for comparison.



Surname:__________________________________________________

Forename:__________________________________________________

Date of Birth:_______________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________
        
               ___________________________________________________

Postcode:__________________________________________________

Patient/Guardian/Carer Signature:______________________________

Date:______________________________________________________




‘9Nu4’
Entered on Computed by:__________________ Date:_______________



New Patient/Carer Fact Sheet

Introduction

Information about you and the care you receive is shared, in a secure system, by healthcare staff to support your treatment and care.

It is important that the NHS can use this information to plan and improve services for all patients. They would like to link information from all the different places where you receive care, such as GP, hospital and community service, to help them provide a full picture. This will allow them to compare the care you receive in one area against the care you receive in another, so they can see what has worked best. 

Information such as your postcode and NHS number, but not your name, will be used to link your records in a secure system, so your identity is protected. Information which does not reveal your identity can then be used by others, such as researchers and those planning health services, to make sure they provide the best care possible for everyone.

How your information is used and shared is controlled by law and strict rules are in place to protect your privacy. You need to make sure you know this is happening and the choices you have.

Benefits of Sharing Information
Sharing information can help improve understanding, locally and nationally, of the most important health needs and the quality of the treatment and care provided by local health services. It may also help researchers by supporting studies that identify patterns of disease, responses to different treatments and potential solutions. Information may also help to:
	Find more effective ways of preventing , treating and managing illnesses;

Guide local decisions about changes needed to respond to the needs of local patients
Support public health by anticipating risks of particular diseases and conditions and help take actions to prevent problems;
Improve public understanding of care outcomes giving them confidence in health and care services;
Guide decisions about managing NHS resources fairly to support treatment for the benefit of patients.

What will be done with the information?
Use only the minimum information needed to improve patient care and services.
Develop a thorough process that must be followed before any information is shared.
Information is sometimes released to approved researchers if allowed under the strict rules in place to protect your privacy.
Follow strict rules about how information is stored and used.
Ensure the way information is used is in line with the law, national guidelines and best practice. 

Do you have a choice?
Yes.  You have the right to prevent confidential information about you from being shared or used for any purpose other than providing care, except in special circumstances.  If you do not want information that identifies you to be shared outside your GP Practice, ask your GP Practice to make a note of this in your medical record as this will prevent your confidential information being used other than where necessary by law. 

Do you need to do anything? 
You do not need to do anything is you are happy for your information to be shared. 

If you wish to restrict the use of information held by your GP and other places you receive care, such as hospitals and community services you should let your GP surgery know. This will not affect the care you receive.

Where you can get more information? 
www.nhs.uk/caredata 

